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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
November 10, 1986 
·[[1)~ L/A/M 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 ATTENTION 
NEW PHONE NUMBER 
(217) 581-5981 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
PHOENIX, Ariz.--The Bell Commission Report on higher education's future 
in America, released today (Nov'. 10) in Phoenix, emphasizes the importance of the 
role which 10 Illinois public universities will play, presidents of those institutions 
declared today. 
The 10 Illinois universities are members of the American Association of 
State Colleges and Universities, which issued the Bell report at its national 
convention here. 
The 10 Illinois presidents pointed out the significance of their universities 
in the overall higher education picture of Illinois, enrolling two-thirds of all 
students attending public universities, more than 127,000. 
"The report has special significance to Eastern Illinois University in 
terms of its stress on the importance of the quality of the undergraduate program 
and on cooperation with business and industry for economic developments," according 
to Dr. Stan Rives, EIU president and chair of the Illinois AASCU presidents. 
The 10 universities are Chicago State; Eastern Illinois, Charleston; 
Governors State, University Park; Illinois State, Normal; Northeastern Illinois, 
Chicago; Northern Illinois, DeKalb; Sangamon State, Springfield; Southern Illinois, 
Carbondale and Edwardsville; and Western Illinois, Macomb. 
"We Illinois universities must prepare now to meet the challenges and problems 
cited in the report of the commission, chaired by former Secretary of Education 
Terrill Bell," Dr. Rives said. 
Rives indicated that the Illinois AASCU presidents would consider specific 
actions called for by the Bell report at their December 2 meeting in Springfield. 
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